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The adoption of the following clusters provides easy access for decision makers and policy
makers to have a look at the changes that have taken place or would take place as a result of
DEF handloom cluster digital development programme. The outcome of these programmes
will also help other clusters to adopt the same model and scale up their interventions.

DCDP

BARPALI

DIGIKALA

Located 340 kilometres north west of
Bhubaneswar, Barpali is a densely pepulated
block in Bargarh-district of Odisha. In Barpali,
ere are more than 1,000 handlooms spread
across several pockets of clusters, each at a
distance of five kilometres from the other.
Weavers in this part of Odisha are known for
their original ikat prints on cotton and Tasar silk.
However, machine-aided printing is damaging
the market for handloom products as the former
can be produced in minutes and costs much less.
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’mq\re than 5,000 weavers in this area but
“more than half the weavers have shifted to
“powerlooms. Those who could nor afford
powerlooms are struggling, witnessing a
slow death of their skills. While powerloom
weavers earn about Rs. 65 per saree and
make five sarees a day, weavers who make
sarees on handlooms earn anywhere between
Rs.700 to Rs.900 per saree but it takes one
person about three days to weave a saree.

NUAPAINA

DIGIKALA

A cluster of most talented weavers and national
awardees, Nupatna is located in Cuttack district of
Qdisha, about 70 kilometres from Bhubaneswar. It
is home to more than 5,000 weavers who make the
most intricate tie-and-dye ikat designs using mostly
natural dye on sarees, stoles and dupattas. Howev-
er, lack of awareness and lack of direct access to the
market has restricted the household income of
weavers at Rs.1,500-3,000 only. The numerous
cooperative societies established in Nuapatna have
failed to have a desired impact.

HANDERI

CHANDERIYAAN

Located in the Bundelkhand region of
Madhya Pradesh, Chanderi is rich in
heritage, culture, tradition and art. At
present, there are about 4,500 weavers and
an equal number of handlooms in Chanderi,
which has a population of approximately
40,000. However, the brand Chanderi was
facing a stiff competition from powerlooms,
which were manufacturing fake Chanderi
sarees, until project ‘Chanderiyaan’ was
launched in 2009. From being worth Rs.65
crore, the Chanderi handloom industry has
grown over the last five years to be worth
over Rs.150 core today.

2 DEF
Sl

AIDANPUR

BAANK-e-LOOM

Saidanpur in Uttar Pradesh specialises in
weaving gamchhas and stoles or embroiderering
suits pieces or sarees in zari. Saidanpur is home
to about 200 weaver families, while Barabanki
district has over 20,000 looms. Most of weavers
have not completed school, and live in joint
families where almost every member is
involved in the process of weaving. These
weavers receive wages from middlemen and
master weavers, and their average daily income
is less than Rs.120.

AITHOON

DORIYA

Kaithoon, a town in Kota district of Rajasthan,
is popular for its pure cotton and silk sarees
known as Kota Doria. Amid a population of
20,000 - 25,000 people, there are at least
3,500-4,500 weavers and 80 per cent of them
are women, earning between Rs.2,500 and
Rs.3,500 per month. However, this monthly
income is only a small percentage of the
market price of the same sarees. This is
because the weavers live in information
darkness and are subjected to exploitation at

the hand of middlemen.

ARAYANPET

d-1KAT

Narayanpet is a cluster of some of the most
creative weavers. Located in Mahbubnagar
district of Telangana, Narayanpet is located
around 165 kilometre from Hyderabad. The
cluster is known for its hand-woven silks and
cotton that sport a range of exotic and appealing
patterns. However, those weaving this exclusive
sarees make hardly any money, thus, making it
difhicult for them to sustain their family.
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