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This small book is a compilation of artistic impressions
capturing the experiences of the current generation—

navigating algorithm-driven apps, programs, and
platformization, all without accountability. While half the world

suffers from lack of connectivity and digital exclusion, the
other half is burdened by datafication.

This is an alpha version, with plans for new editions to be
released every six months, featuring additional contributions

from more artists.

Special thanks to ACODE (Art and Collective for Digital
Empowerment) for assembling this compilation and printing it

for wider distribution.



Siddhesh GautamSiddhesh Gautam

Siddhesh Gautam is aSiddhesh Gautam is a
Delhi based multi-Delhi based multi-
discipline, mixed-mediadiscipline, mixed-media
artist, designer, writer,artist, designer, writer,
poet, dreamer, storytellerpoet, dreamer, storyteller
and an Ambedkarite.and an Ambedkarite.

His work is currentlyHis work is currently
focused on the visualfocused on the visual
documentation of thedocumentation of the
anti-caste movement,anti-caste movement,
global warming andglobal warming and
gender equality.gender equality.



Our Homes areOur Homes are
just Data Pointsjust Data Points



Algorithmic CommandAlgorithmic Command
and Controland Control



Humanise BeforeHumanise Before
you Digitiseyou Digitise



Sharada KerkarSharada Kerkar

She is the Co-Founder ofShe is the Co-Founder of
Museum of Goa where sheMuseum of Goa where she
specializes in organising skillspecializes in organising skill
development projects anddevelopment projects and
the integration of art intothe integration of art into
livelihoods.livelihoods.  

She is also a freelanceShe is also a freelance
illustrator with a strongillustrator with a strong
passion for visualpassion for visual
storytelling. She holds astorytelling. She holds a
Master's in Public Policy andMaster's in Public Policy and
Human Development fromHuman Development from
the United Nationsthe United Nations
University in the NetherlandsUniversity in the Netherlands
and is a Policy and Designand is a Policy and Design
Consultant at Justice Adda.Consultant at Justice Adda.



Identity, Homelessness andIdentity, Homelessness and
Machine Systems: Working with aMachine Systems: Working with a
Homeless Shelter in DelhiHomeless Shelter in Delhi  



Disconnected by Design: UnravelingDisconnected by Design: Unraveling
the Impact of Digitized Attendancethe Impact of Digitized Attendance
on NREGA Workerson NREGA Workers  



Humanisation of Data and the DataficationHumanisation of Data and the Datafication
of Humans: Government, Private Entity,of Humans: Government, Private Entity,
and the Struggle for Data Justiceand the Struggle for Data Justice  



The Moving City and Static Inequalities:The Moving City and Static Inequalities:
Platform Economy and Transport Data in IndiaPlatform Economy and Transport Data in India



Who Governs “Data Governance”Who Governs “Data Governance”



e_Governance and Digitale_Governance and Digital
Governance Imagination in IndiaGovernance Imagination in India



Non-Neutral Technologies and AINon-Neutral Technologies and AI
Policies: Evaluating Biases andPolicies: Evaluating Biases and
AlgorithmsAlgorithms  



Corporate Imaginations ofCorporate Imaginations of
Artifiicial Intelligence and theArtifiicial Intelligence and the
Need for Structural ReformNeed for Structural Reform



Digitizing Citizenship andDigitizing Citizenship and
Measuring Genealogies: The NRCMeasuring Genealogies: The NRC
and Algorithmsand Algorithms  



The Decisive Machine and AlgorithmThe Decisive Machine and Algorithm
ExclusionsExclusions



Why Exploring the Legal Structure of DataWhy Exploring the Legal Structure of Data
Usage, Engagement with IT Systems andUsage, Engagement with IT Systems and
Digital Architecture is Necessary for Ethical AIDigital Architecture is Necessary for Ethical AI



Between Emerging Technologies and theBetween Emerging Technologies and the
Common GoodCommon Good



Imagining Digital Governance and HealthImagining Digital Governance and Health  



SiddhakankshaSiddhakanksha
MishraMishra

Sid Mishra is an Artist,Sid Mishra is an Artist,
Illustrator and a GraphicIllustrator and a Graphic
Designer. Her workDesigner. Her work
reveals and questionsreveals and questions
the social constructs ofthe social constructs of
gender, prejudice andgender, prejudice and
power. She haspower. She has
maintained anonymitymaintained anonymity
and publishes under anand publishes under an
alias: @smishdesigns onalias: @smishdesigns on
social media platformssocial media platforms
like Instagram andlike Instagram and
Twitter.Twitter.



Data InceptionData Inception



Algorithmic Digital Media: You Are What You EatAlgorithmic Digital Media: You Are What You Eat



Panopticon(ised)Panopticon(ised)



Social (Divide) MediaSocial (Divide) Media  



Gender Digital DivideGender Digital Divide



Osama ManzarOsama Manzar  

Osama Manzar works at theOsama Manzar works at the
cusp of Access to Rights andcusp of Access to Rights and
Rights to Access. A SeniorRights to Access. A Senior
Ashoka Fellow and BritishAshoka Fellow and British
Chevening Scholar, founded theChevening Scholar, founded the
Digital EmpowermentDigital Empowerment
Foundation in 2002, anFoundation in 2002, an
organisation that has digitallyorganisation that has digitally
empowerment more than 35empowerment more than 35
million people through 2000million people through 2000
digital centers across thedigital centers across the
country.country.  

He also influenced India'sHe also influenced India's
Digital Literacy Mission,Digital Literacy Mission,
Common Service Centres,Common Service Centres,
banned FreeBasics, liberalizedbanned FreeBasics, liberalized
ISP licensing, and initiated fightISP licensing, and initiated fight
against misinformation at aagainst misinformation at a
village level that created avillage level that created a
cadre of 500+ rural women factcadre of 500+ rural women fact
checkers.checkers.



The Condundrum ofThe Condundrum of
Datafication of HumansDatafication of Humans









Dhani Poonia village has 168 households and with a total
population of 1,022 people in the village. None of these 168
families have access to the internet at their homes or in their
village. So every time an individual wants to access any
online or offline digital service, they need to travel a
minimum distance of 25 kilometers. 











Why Did Santoshi Die? 
December 15, 2022 The Beacon 

Calligraphy and Found Poem by H Masud Taj, 
based on the words of Osama Manzar, 

to coincide with ’20 Years of Digital 
Empowerment for All’ convention held in 
Guwahati on December 16, 2022. Osama 
Manzar’s mission is to teach rural Indians the 
use of the Internet and create livelihoods. 

 
Calligraphy and Found Poem by H Masud Taj,
based on the words of Osama Manzar: “The Man
who travelled to 10,000 villages”. The Found
Poem is based on his article “Death by Data.”
The Osama Manzar calligram can be downloaded
from Academia. 

Why Did Santoshi Die?

She was a tribal 
all of eleven years 

from the village of Karimati 
district of Simdega 
in Jharkand. 
At school 

she did not receive 
the midday meal 

she was entitled to 
by the government. 
At home 

her family had registered 
in the Aadhar database 

each member had a UID 
(unique identity number) 
Her family was also registered under 

the public distribution system PDS 
entitling them 

to a monthly supply 
of food grains. 
Santoshi’s family 

visited the local office 
submitted their Aadhaar 
and PDS and were assured 

a regular supply of ration 
But at the ration shop 

the database in the computer 
refused to recognise 

Santoshi’s family 
as enrolled in PDS. 
They tried for half a year 

but their Aadhaar and PDS 
could not match 

despite layers 
of Identification - 
1. name 
2. address 

3. UID 
4. fingerprint 

5. iris scan. 
Under a digitized e-governance 

it is the data and not the physical 
presence of the person 

that decides whether or not 
a person is eligible for food. 
A poor person can only access food 

based on the availability of an Aadhaar card 
a ration card and linked database of the two 

a functional biometric-enabled POS machine 
uninterrupted supply of electricity 
as well as internet connectivity 

and unquestionable ability 
to recognize humans from their data. 

After starving for four days 
Santoshi Kumari died 
Her death was caused 

not due to lack of 
availability of food 

but only due to 
lack of access to 
available food 

It was 
death by 
data. 
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******

Calligraphy and Found Poem by H Masud Taj, based on the words of Osama Manzar: “The Man
who travelled to 10,000 villages”. The Found Poem is based on his article “Death by Data.” The
Osama Manzar calligram can be downloaded from Academia. Osama Manzar's mission is to
teach rural Indians the use of the Internet and 
create livelihoods. 
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In a world driven by change, where collaboration and
creativity merge, a collective emerges to harness the

transformative potential of the arts. A-CODE (Art
and Collectives for Digital Empowerment) is an effort

to enhance collaboration among civil society
organisations working in different sectors, and

advocating for a more pivotal role in the inclusion of
the arts for social change. A-CODE is a platform

created with the support of 20+ organisations and
fellows who are committed to finding art, expression,

culture, and heritage.





Art and Collective for Digital Empowerment 

acode.defindia.org


